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Commentary 

These Regulations are proposed to be made by the UK Government 
pursuant to section 8(1) of and paragraph 21 of Schedule 7 to the 
European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018.

These Regulations make several amendments and revocations to several 
environmental laws to ensure that they function after the UK’s exit from 
the European Union.

These Regulations amend 4 EU Commission Regulations and 5 EU Exit UK 
Regulations. They also revoke specified provisions in a further 18 EU 
Commission regulations and EU Decisions, which are listed correctly in 
the Welsh Government statement.  

There is no impact on the Assembly’s competence, but the Government’s 
statement says, “these Regulations do not confer legislative functions, 



however they confer administrative functions on the Welsh Ministers 
without encumbrance.” The statement does not specify what these 
“administrative functions” are. Legal Services have recommended that the 
Committee ask for further detail in this regard.

Aside from this point Legal Advisers agree with the statement laid by the 
Welsh Government dated 15th February regarding the effect of these 
Regulations.

The above summary and the content of the Explanatory Memorandum to 
these Regulations confirm their effect. 

Legal Advisers do not consider that any significant issues arise under 
paragraph 8 of the Memorandum on the European Union (Withdrawal) 
Bill and the Establishment of Common Frameworks in relation to these 
Regulations.

Legal Advisers have not identified any legal reason to seek a consent 
motion under Standing Order 30A.10 in relation to these Regulations.


